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Boston lawyer, Scientology 
locked in battle since 1979 


^ Second of two articles 
L By Ben Bradlee Jr. 

I Globe StalT 

p Boston attorney Michael J. 

; Flynn concedes that the Church of 
j ScientolQgy has become an obses¬ 
sion with him, and, for its part, the 
j church at times has treated Flynn 
! like a demon. 

[ The two sides have fought in 
' and out of court for four years - 
since Flynn and three associates at 
his small waterfront law firm be¬ 
gan spending nearly all their time 
representing Scientology defectors 

h.i.: 


in civil lawsuits againsl the 
church. 

« • 

The torrent of vituperation be-, 
tween the parties has tended to' 
blur the legal claims made in 22 
suits Flynn has filed around the 
country since 1979. In the suits, all 
still pending, Flynn generally as¬ 
serts that the church has engaged 
In fraud, misrepresentation, 
breach of contract and infliction of 
emotional distress, and that It 
should repay to the 32 defectors he 
represents the money they donated 
to the church, plus damages. The 


church categorically denies the 

charges. 

Flynn’s most notable Sciento¬ 
logy case is the one brought in Cali¬ 
fornia last year on behalf of Ronald 
DeWolf, the estranged son of 
church founder L. Ron Hubbard. 
Hubbard has not been seen public¬ 
ly for seven years. DeWolf contends 
his father is either dead or missing, 
though the Judge in the cast said 
recently he believes that Hubbard 
Is alive. DeWolf also alleges that his 
father’s personal assets, estimated 
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' \ - at 
j$500 million, are being plundered by 
church leaders, and he is asking to be' 
appointed trustee of his father’s estate.. 

Each side has accused the other of 
'using ugly, underhanded tactics. The 
church, calling Flynn a "shyster” and 
. an •’extortionist," contends he is "the 
ringmaster of a national media and liti¬ 
gation campaign against Scientology." 

• Flynn, meanwhile, likens the 
church to a group of “Nazis." He 
charges it has carried out numerous 
'dirty tricks and acts of harassment 
f against him. Affidavits in support of 
his contention are on file in US District 
Court in Boston in connection with 
pending litigation involving four defec¬ 
tors. •_ ' '■ 

’ To support its claims against Flynn, ! 
the church often cites What it calls "the 
Michael Flynn extortion letter." In the 
Amidst of settlement negotiations with 
*ihe church in 1981, Flynn offered in 
?!wrtting to drop all the litigation filed up 
to that time and return to Scientology 
officials thousands of pages of FBI- 
seized church documents if the church 
would pay the defectors he then repre¬ 
sented “not less” than $1.6 million. If 
the church did not accept in 14 days, 
Flynn added, he would proceed with 
plans to file an additional 8 to 10 suits 
'on behalf of defectors in New York. 
Washington and Los Angeles. Although 
at one point the church told Flynn in a 
letter that it accepted his offer “in prin¬ 
ciple." negotiations on details broke 
dow n . • . • - • • 


f 


Lawyer’s trash rifled 

Foremost among Flynn’s com¬ 
plaints is the rifling at the trash inside 
his office compound on Union Wharf 
for 18 months from 1979-1981 by 
Scientologists to to gain Information 
about him and his clients^ The church, 
which-contends the trash was “public¬ 
ly available.” has used documents it 
found as the basis for nine lawsuits 
and nine bar complaints against 
Flynn. 

Affidavits by the four church defec¬ 
tors - Carol Garrity, Ford Schwartz. 
Jane Peterson and Warren Friske - al¬ 
lege that church members have con¬ 
ducted numerous acts of harassment 
against Flynn for the ultimate purpose 
of underminlnghim and his cases. In¬ 
cluded in the affidavits were assertions . 
that, in addition to rifling his trash, 
church members had: 

• Contacted some of Flynn’s nan- 
church clients and told them that he 
had cheated them out of money. 

• Telephoned the Internal Revenue 
Service with false financial Information 
about him. hoping to spur a tax probe. 

• Monitored Flynn’s activities close¬ 
ly by watchingand photographing visi¬ 
tors to his cmlce and by calling his 
bank regularly to determine how much 
money be had deposited in his account, 
the number of which had been found In 
his trash. 

• Tried repeatedly to plant opera¬ 
tives in his office. 

The church refused to be inter¬ 
viewed by The Globe concerning these 
allegations, saying through its Boston 
lawyer, Harvey A. Sllvergtate, that the 
matter was under investigation.*•' 

According to the affidavit from 
Friske, who said he was heavily in¬ 
volved in anti-Flynn activity until he 
left the church-last year, the church’s 
Boston mission coordinated its cam¬ 
paign against Flynn with national 
church headquarters in Los Angeles. 
He said the Boston organization “con¬ 
ducted almost dally operations against 
him for a period of almost 2 Vi years, 
since he first became involved in litiga¬ 
tion....” 

“In connection with some of these 
operations," Friske said, “hundreds of 
telephone calls were made to many peo¬ 
ple... some of which were of an inves¬ 
tigatory nature, and many of which 
were to discredit and harass him 
[Flynn].” . , ^ ■. ' \ ; 




* . 
fi 


-’ In a sworn deposition taken by 
’Flynn last December. Kevin Tlghe said 
.he was the Boston church member who 
;took most of the trash from Flynn’s of- 
f flce dumpster. In the deposition. Tlghe 
| said almost dally reports on Flynn’s ac¬ 
tivities would be prepared after culling 
through his trash. The repeats would 
. then 6e sent to the church’s imHmmi 
J headquarters. V 

[Bar complaints filed ^ 

In April 1982. US District Court 
Judge W. Arthur Garrity Jr. ordered 
the church to return all the papers and 
i, documents taken from Flynn’s trash. 

The next month, 'Sllverglate filed a no- 
V tice with the court stating the Church 
* *>ad complied and returned to Flynn 
P about 20,000- pages of documents and 
| pieces of paper. 

What the church did not turn over 
I to Flynn were partial transcriptions of 
1 60 or so of the typewriter ribbons and 
cartridges that had been discarded into 
f the dumpster by Flynn's office. Silverg- 
late argued that some of the trauscrip- 
| tions contained notes made by church 
members, and that they were, there¬ 
fore, “work product" protected from 
!- discovery by Flynn. Garrity is now in 
possession of the transcripts, pending a 
k ruling on Flynn’s request that he he 
v given access to them. 
f- Another former Scientologist who 
fias filed an affidavit concerning aettvi- 
; ties against Flynn is Jane Peterson, a 
' member of the church’s Las Vegas mia- 
f sion from 1975-1980. In her affidavit 
. she said she observed operations being 
■ planned to Infiltrate Flynn’s law atBce 
| said the church's express gngl was 
”.... to get Michael Flynn disbarred.” • 
r Flynn says the church and its attor- 
- ney have filed nine complaints with the 
state Board of Bar Overseers, which 
* monitors the conduct of lawyers in the 
► state. Reading from the various com- 
\ plaints, Flynn said they alleged a range 
f of misconduct including: of 
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clients, engaging In "religious bigotry,” 
-engaging in threats against the church 
and Its members, and failing to list on 
'his bar application that he once com¬ 
mitted a traffic violation for not stop¬ 
ping at a stop sign. 

I .'One of the more serious complaints 
concerned Flynn’s formation of a com* 
pany called Flynn Associates Manage¬ 
ment Corp. (FAMCO). Silverglate al¬ 
leged in an August 1981 bar complaint 
that Flynn began FAMCO to raise mon¬ 
key through the sale of its stock to fl- 
• nance his Scientology litigation. 

Ruling on documents 

. Flynn said in an interview that he 
chartered the company as a proposed 
computer venture with one of his broth¬ 
ers. When the venture did not material¬ 
ise, Flynn said, another brother, then 
an Investigator for his law firm, pro¬ 
posed reviving the firm so he could sell 
his investigative services on Sciento¬ 
logy to the law firm. Flynn said he re¬ 
jected the proposal in June 1981 be¬ 
cause it would have given "the appear¬ 
ance of impropriety.” He said no stock 
In FAMCO was ever issued or sold. 

In referring the FAMCO complaint 
to the bar board, Silverglate and his 
partner, Nancy Gertner, wrote they had 
*Just learned" that the church bad 
been involved In trash-taking, and that 
!t had gone on “without our authoriza¬ 
tion or prior knowledge.” 

Since the FAMCO proposal was one 
6f the Items uncovered in Flynn’s 
trash, Silverglate and Gertner asked 
the board to rule if it was proper to use 
the documents as a basis for a bar com¬ 
plaint, or in litigation. Daniel Klubock, 
bar counsel for the board, said he ad¬ 
vised Silverglate that as long as the doc¬ 
uments were "legally obtained," they' 
could be used. 

Silverglate indicated his reading of - 
the law was that it is legal to take trash 
left out in public for collection. But 
Flynn argues that It constitutes tres¬ 


passing, larceny and invasion of priva¬ 
cy to take trash if the receptacle is on 
private property and is privately dis¬ 
posed of, as at Union Wharf. 

Flynn said Silverglate had personal¬ 
ly filed five of the nine complaints 
against him. Silverglate refused to dis¬ 
cuss them, noting that the proceedings 
*. of the Bar Board are confidential. How- 
7 ever, he said he would be interviewed 
~ about the complaints If Flynn gave him 
7 a written waiver to do so. Flynn de¬ 
clined, but did provide such a waiver so 
- bar counsel Klubock could discuss the 

I matter. -. . >, '*■ 

Klubock said the church allegations 
of misconduct against Flynn had been 
dismissed, while Silverglate’s have 
been consolidated into one “grievance.*’ 
t pending a determination of whether ft 
should be upgraded to a full-fledged 
- complaint that would be reviewed by 
i the Bar Itself., j:£ 7 i... f;. :?.‘j«. 

j 

? Flynn, a resident of Boxford, is a 38-, 

i year old graduate of Holy Cross and 
b Suffolk Law School, and a framer asso- 
Iciate in the Boston law firm of 
l Bingham, Dana & Gould. Married with 
I three children, he is also a pilot who 
\ owns his own twin-engine plane. „ « i 
* Flynn began' his Scientology litiga¬ 
tion in mid-1979 after a church defe e 
t tor; LaVenda Van' Schaick, >toenl Of 
- Somerville, requested he file suit tf're¬ 
-cover the $12,800 she said she haddpn- 
, a ted to the church. Several lUOFrthsiai- 
* er, nine high church officials w err . oo n - 
- victed in connection with a schemeto 
< Infiltrate and tweak into several federal 
j agencies in Washington that wqrejn- 
,',vest (gating Scientology. * T 

Fortuitously fbrlFlynn. tnekJusUi^ 

I Department made public some 30,000 
i documents, it had seized from the 
i church, which formed (he the 

prosecution. Flynn said tbedoci*nenfe. 
r which in part detailed the church’s 
plans and programs tp attack itsertt- 
ics, confirmed for. him his suspicions 
that he was a similar target of me 
f Scientologists. Shortly after photooopy- 
r tng aO of the documents. Flynn-filed a 
l $200 million class-action- suit against 
j the church on behalf «f Van Schaick 
and other “victims" of the churchlfThe 
p counts containing the efoss aetton 
claims were later dismissed hy£*rafty)- 
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‘ i -r- Coming at a time when the-church 
■ was receiving bad press because of the 
; conviction of nine of Its officials. 
; . Flynn’s suit, attracted the attention of 
' many Scientology defectors, ?' I: - 
p In his fourth year of litigation 
. against the church, Flynn hasbebome 
i the principal source of anti-Scientology 
;. Information and documents Ih -the 
country. vbiis'A 

He has also served as acraVtoct for 
1 -law enforcement officials. He cooperat¬ 
ed with authorities In Toronto, who tn 
March of this year raided church.hifftd- 
\ quarters in that city and selzeda truck- 
1 load of documents as part of aq iqvesfi- 
v ration «f alleged consumer ,and tax 
# fraud. Flynn Is also cooperating ,wifi) 

, pending criminal Investigations^ 

., church In Florida and Arizona*, Jj * ‘ 

- : In the DeWolf rase lii Califorq^ftye 
f church notes Flynn is seeklng to prp- 
J-toct Hubbard’s assets, wtj%/JPipther 
r suits he is trying to seize them.™-'r,. v 
j,.. . “You can’t have it both wam^Tie- 
her Jentzsch, president of the Church 
of Scientology International, aald-te-a 
recent Interview. “Flynn Is a man 
~ who’s given new definition ^to the^wwfd 
i shyster . •. The man is unopofionm>le. 

I We don’t pay extortionists.%. Well out- 

II last him by far „„ Yop dqq’t t^itici^a 
v* man’s religion in this country Bridget 

away with it.” ’ , • • . u- 

Responds Flynn: "They tejf tefpeir- 
tray me as the ambulance- chasing, 
money-grubbing attorney, it’s a bunch 
of garbage. My office is cut more than 
$350.000... I r ep r es en t regularpcople 
pursuing a group that can only be crah- 
- pared to the Nazis. The.,scope of-thls 
thing is staggering, lused tn be a nor-» 
> mal guy, but litigating against this cult 
i. has made me very carefiiL” > 9 
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